Introduction
Th e genus Stagetus Wollaston, 1861 is rather rich in species. However, the last complete key to Palaearctic species of Stagetus was composed by Reitter more than 100 years ago (Reitter, 1901) . Many new species were described from that time, but keys were composed only for limited regions: Canary Islands (Israelson, 1974) , Pyrenean Peninsula (Español, 1992) , USSR -for 4 species only (Logvinovskij, 1985) . We propose a new key to Palaearctic species of this genus, which includes recently described species, and supplementary data for typical material available to us, and some data not included in the keys from named articles by Reitter (1884 Reitter ( , 1889 , Schilsky (1899) , Obenberger (1917) , Español (1969 a, b) , Israelson (1971 a, b) , Zahradník (1997) and some others.
Material and methods
New characters were used when composing the key: shape of punctures in punctation of pronotal surface and in elytral striae, distance between eyes, ratio between segments of antennae, and their shape, ratio between width of stria and interstria (this character was introduced by Israelson, 1971 b) , and some others. Characters of ventral surface were not used partly because of contamination with glee and partly because of the almost complete absence of these characters in descriptions of already known species.
Th e width of antennal segments was measured along apical margin of segment. Length of the pronotum was measured in profi le in a position with the apical and basal margins aligned at the same level. Measurements of pronotum from above gave higher errors. Th e elytral length was measured from the basal margin of scutellum along elytral suture. Th e elytral width was measured somewhat backwards of the shoulders.
We have used the typical materials from Hungary Museum of Natural History (HMNH): Th eca dorcatomoides Reitter, 1884 ; Th eca puncticollis Reitter, 1884 ; Th eca reitteri Schilsky 1899; Th eca remota Reitter, 1884 ; Th eca sardoa Reitter, 1915 ; Th eca xyletina Reitter, 1889 , and also non-typical specimens Stagetus pilula (Aubé, 1861) from Zoological Institute of the RAS, St. Petersburg (ZISP) and S. numidicus (Pic, 1903) from HMNH. It is considered that Th . reitteri is a junior synonym of S. latior (Pic, 1899) , Th . numidica is a junior synonym of S. championi (Schilsky, 1899) , Th . remota is a junior synonym of S. andalusiacus cribricollis (Aubé, 1861) (Español, 1969 a) . Punctation very dense on pronotum, large punctures separated by less than 1 puncture diameter. Shoulder angles fl attened, with oblique impressing (Schilsky, 1899) . Long hairs arranged in rows on elytral disc. Aedeagus: penis slightly widened near apex, 3.7 times as long as wide at its apex; parameral appendages 4.7 times as long as wide (fi g. 5). Beetles dark, matte. Length 1.5-2.0 mm. Portugal (Schilsky, 1899) , Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, South Italia, Sicilia (Español, 1969 a (Pic, 1921) . Body broader than in S. a. cribricollis (Español, 1969a Pronotum 1.3-1.4 times as wide as long; posterior angles hardly fl attened; punctation dual, more coarse and dense on pronotal sides. Antennae: 8th segment nearly as wide as the 7th one; 11th segment 2.5 times as long as wide. Elytra 1.2-1.3 times as long as wide. Submarginal elytral hairs 0.7 times as long as the 10th antennal segment. Aedeagus: parameral appendages 4 times as long as wide (fi g. 7). Beetles dark reddish-brown, antenna light brown, legs rufousish. Pubescence partly appressed, partly erect, arranged with stripes on elytra: hairs pointing backwards on odd interstriae and more or less outwards or forwards on even ones (Israelson, 1971 a Striae catenulate on elytral disc, with large, round punctures separated by 1.5-2.0 puncture diameters and connected with slit-like sections (fi g. 8, 1); interstriae slightly convex on disc; lateral striae with oval punctures and nearly as wide as interstriae (fi g. 8, 2). Pronotal surface with dual punctation, with large punctures being dense, separated by 1 puncture diameter (fi g. 8, 3 Lateral striae narrow, consist of small punctures similar to puncture sizes in striae on pronotal disc. .... 17 -Lateral striae consist of large punctures in elytral basal third, and these punctures signifi cantly diff er from those in striae on elytral disc. Lateral interstriae in varying degree broader than lateral striae.
[ (Reitter, 1884) 18. Pronotum short: 1.6 times as wide as long. Pronotum, front view -in fi gure 10, 1; surface with dual punctation, large punctures round (fi g. 10, 2). Elytra short: 1.2 times as long as wide (fi g. 10, 3); view of striae on elytral disc -in fi gure 10, 4, lateral interstriae signifi cantly wider than lateral striae (fi g. 10, 5). Antennae: 7th segment as wide and long as the 8th segment; 3rd segment longer than wide and longer than the 4th segment. Pronotal surface with dual punctation, large punctures dense. Pronotum 1.3 times as wide as long, narrowing forward moderately. Elytra 1.3 times as long as wide. Lateral striae widened in elytral basal third, lateral interstriae broader than striae. Scutellum semicircular. Aedeagus: penis slightly widened in its last quarter then strongly narrowed before apex which is furcated in the form of hooks; penis about 8 times as long as wide before hooks; parameres more than twice as long as wide, without appendages, but with long bundle of hairs on the apex (fi g. 11). Head, antennae, and legs dark brown. Pubescence yellowish-grey, heterogeneous, erect. (Español, 1969 a) . Pronotum strongly narrowing forward. Striae strongly impressed on elytra, lateral striae with coarse punctures; interstriae fl at on elytral disc and convex on sides. Aedeagus: penis narrowing near its apex, about 8 times as long as wide at apex; parameral appendages short, broad, about twice as long as wide (fi g. 12). Beetles dark chestnut, antennae and legs reddish. Length 1. Antennae: 8th segment 3 times as wide as the 7th one; 2-4th segments cylindrical, elongated, without teeth (Español, 1993 (Español, -1994 . Aedeagus: penis with constriction before its apex, about 12 times as long as wide at the apex; parameres and their appendages long, narrow (fi g. 14)
. Eyes very large: separated by 1.1 eye diameter. Antennae: 8th segment 1.5 times as long and wide as the 7th segment; 3rd segment 3 times as long as wide. Pronotum 1.5 times as wide as long, trapeziform; punctation dual. Elytra 1.8 times as long as wide, slightly widening to apical quarter. Lateral striae wider than interstriae. Fig. 6 . Stagetus dorcatomoides, holotype: 1 -punctation on pronotal disc; 2 -pronotum, dorsal view (with pubescence pattern); 3 -pronotum, front view; 4 -antenna; 5 -interstria on elytral disc; 6 -body, lateral view; 7 -general outline. Scale bars: 1, 4, 5 -0.1 mm; 2, 3, 6, 7 -0.5 mm.
Рис. 6. Stagetus dorcatomoides, голотип: 1 -пунктировка на диске переднеспинки; 2 -переднеспинка, вид сверху (с рисунком опушения); 3 -переднеспинка, вид спереди; 4 -усик; 5 -междурядье на диске над-крылий; 6 -вид тела сбоку; 7 -общий контур тела. (Schilsky, 1899) . Elytra twice as long as wide. Striae interrupted on elytral disc and sides, consist of large punctures (Mulsant, Rey, 1861) . Aedeagus: penis about 5-6 times as long as wide at its apex; parameral appendages fusiform (fi g. 17). Beetles rufous-red; pubescence grey, heterogeneous, long hairs arranged in rows (Mulsant, Rey, 1861 Scutellum triangular, with large point at either side. Elytra 1.4 times as long as wide and 2.3 times as long as pronotum (fi g. 20, 1). Striae consist of oval punctures on elytral disc (fi g. 20, 2) and lateral parts. Interstriae wider than striae in basal third (fi g. 20, 3) . Antennae: 8th segment as wide and long as the 7th one; 4-8th segments transverse, with blunt teeth; 3rd segment without tooth, 1.5 times as long as wide (fi g. 20, 4) . Pronotum 1.6 times as wide as long, trapeziform (fi g. 20, 5); posterior angles obtuse, Eyes oval. Antennae: 3rd segment twice as long as wide; 8th segment 1.5 times as wide and long as the 7th segment. Pronotum 1.3 times as wide as long, is mitre-shaped; lateral margins fl attened; punctation dual on pronotal disc, and uniform near lateral margins. Elytra 1.5 times as long as wide; striae slit-like on disc, and consist of large punctures on Рис. 16. Stagetus sardous, паратип: 1 -конец усика; 2 -голова и переднеспинка, вид спереди; 3 -пун-ктировка на диске переднеспинки; 4 -пунктировка близ заднего угла переднеспинки; 5 -междурядье на диске надкрылий; 6 -правое надкрылье, вид сбоку. Масштабные линейки: 1 -0,2 мм; 2 -0,5 мм; 3-5 -0,1 мм; 6 -1,0 мм. . Stagetus puncticollis, holotype: 1 -general outline; 2 -antenna; 3 -pronotum with scutellum, dorsal view; 4 -pronotum, front view; 5 -punctation on pronotal disc; 6 -interstria on elytral disc; 7 -body, lateral view. Scale bars: 1 -1.0 mm; 2 -0.2 mm; 3, 4, 7 -0.5 mm; 5, 6 -0.1 mm.
Рис. 23. Stagetus puncticollis, голотип: 1 -общий контур тела; 2 -усик; 3 -переднеспинка со щитком, вид сверху; 4 -переднеспинка, вид спереди; 5 -пунктировка на диске переднеспинки; 6 -междурядье на диске надкрылий; 7 -вид тела сбоку. Масштабные линейки: 1 -1,0 мм; 2 -0,2 мм; 3, 4, 7 -0,5 мм; 5, 6 -0,1 мм. Рис. 24. Stagetus pilula: 1 -общий контур тела; 2 -переднеспинка, вид спереди; 3 -переднеспинка, вид сверху; 4 -пунктировка на диске переднеспинки; 5 -междурядье на диске надкрылий; 6 -вид тела сбоку. Масштабные линейки: 1 -1,0 мм; 2, 3, 6 -0,5 мм; 4, 5 -0,1 мм. Th e shape of antennal segments, especially of funicle segments is very important to distinguish Stagetus species. Schilsky, sometimes Israelson, and Español (in fi gures) gave partial descriptions of funicle segments. Th is character is important to determine females. Unfortunately, it is impossible to pull out antennae from beetles of old collections (100-150 years old) without destroying the very small beetles.
